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[ Speakers’ meet
" on October 12
|

TiMES Nows METWORK

| Kolkara: Assembiy Spoak-
BS from four different states
Will come together tn sharea
Lommon  platform during

4 thelr visit to Eolkata,

On Octohar 12 gy Taj Ben
gal, assembly spealers from
Assam, UpR Chattisparh and

“Tamil Nadg Wil come 1.
Eether to speak and nteract
with viewers on the topic
‘Executives dceouniability (o
the lepislature Parlia-
MentAssembly's role !

| Organised by the Prabhs
Khaitan Foundation, {he
panel discussion cum intor-
Active session is the first of
it's kind pvent being held iy
the city claim organisers,
For the firse time, speakers
from difforen| parts of the
slate and representing difTer.
ent parties will comg togeth-

CE L voice their vipws un tho

issue,  stated Foundation's
trustee and convener nf thi

Event Sundeep Bhutoris,
Avcording tn him, “Wa

wanted to provide g platform
for speakers of VATious statp
assemblies and the COMIMmNn
man 1o interact, angd shirg
their viows abane the srate of

Parliament and state assem-

blies, which s Witness to
regular  disruptions and
chans in the recent pase.”

THE TIMES OF INDIA .9, OCTOBER , 2004
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Question hour for speakers

HT Correspond Enr
Kalkata, October 8

WHY ARE rowdy scenes so
commaott in our Houses?
Are the disruptions worth
Lthe money wastad due to i1
Theze and many such
uncomiortable posers are in
“store for presiding officers
of Legislative Assemblies of

“six states when they take

part @t a panel discussion
apen o the public on “Exec
ulive's accountability to the
legislature — Parliament
and Assemblies’ rale” on
Tuesdiy

The pane] disrussion,
which will be innugurated
by Lok Sabha speaker Som-
nath Chatterjes and
presided over by West Ren
gal spéaker Hashim Abdul
Halim, will be attended by
speakers Prithibi Majhi
[Assam), Mata Prasad

E’;mﬁ}-‘ﬂ (Uittar Pradesh),
Prem Prakash Panday
(Chirttisgarh), K.
Ealimuthu (Tamil Nad 14
and.Jammu & Kashmir
deputy speaker Akbar
Czani Lone.

“The participants will
cover g wide rangs of the
political spectrum,” said
Sundeep Bhutoria, tristes
af the Prabha Khaitan
Foundation that's arpanis-
ing the event,

“Halim is from the
CPIin), Majhi from the
Congress, Pandya from the
Samajwadi Party, Panday
from the BJE Kalimuthuo
from the AIADME and Lane
trom the National Confoer-
ence, Peaple from a cross
section of society — dipla-
mats, leaders of the
chambers of commerce,
representatives of NO0s
that work at the grassroots

level, bureavcrats, edica-
tionists, writers and edicors
of newspapers hato oo
invited.”

"We often hear about dis-
ruptions in Parliament and
Assemblies ardt that a lat of
money s wasted due (o
such disruptions. The pro-
siding officers of these leg-
islative bodies often plead
helplessness. Also, there
have been reports of (he
execitive bypassing the log-
istature or ighoring i," said
Bhutoria,

The purpoze behind the
panal discussion, he
explained, is to make the
SPEARCTS PAITY questions
on thess vital topics from
the public; “The public
naver jet a chance to
question the speakers,

The discussion will give
them o chance to do so for
tha firat time,"

HINDUSTAN TIMES, S, OCTOBER, 2004
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Erhard Zander

v & seminar but the state’s indus
s and Speakers from il over
4 chance 1o discoss and debate

high talk

araging that Kolkatas image tn‘- lh i n'
tically over the last few yei
about how fast the -.1.'- is .] -uu
o ourse” said industrialist
thers of course agreed wh
rinlist Harsh N?utm nade o opolint 1o be
there for early morning tea, so did midostrizlis
5[r Sureka. Hasim Abdul Talim, Speaker of
5 assomblv and Lok Salbha Speaker, the veter-
Somnath Chatterjer, Wers Alsn conspeucls
sith thelr presance. Chatterjee seemed to b b
maoeed. The Speakers from six states came
r that [neluded T Ramakrislman ffom
s and Prem Prakash from Chattisgach
T W 1 around and
¢ the day and

Prem Prakash Pamdey

CALCUTTA TIMES OF INDIA 15 OCTOBER, 2004
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SHRADHA AGARWAL

Times Hews Kotwork:

From its madest beginning in venues such as residentizl termaces of
Teretti Bazaar, Mandin Mansion, Tulsi Bhawzn and Gandhi Building
rags-titany celebrations have indeed come a long wey in this city Stadia,

. clabs, marriagetalls lwns, community centres and five-stars, dandivas

| sesm o have reached everywhere. Said Sundesp Bhutoria, who organised
the first-ever dandia ina city five-star hotel, *1t was the millsnnium roes-
| s, the prandest dardiva event ever, What's more, it's the enly event
where donning traditional cutlits were made compulsory”

Dondivas haven't looked back since then, with each year bringing in
more professionalism. And this lively neonotrf of coloers and celebration
is mof restricted (o the 40,000-45 000 strong Gujarati populstion in the city
adone, I has conght the Fancy of other communities too. Diseo, rain ar {
thetre denefiva — there is absolutaly no dearth of #dezs And to maks it |
o interesting, celebrity puests pre floem in especially to be & part of
such functions. The choies depands upon who the flavour of the season iz,
whict in turn depends on the televisinn TRPs. The saas or the b, some-
{ s the dutiful son, they are all in high demang,

However, event managers feel that it's
W the music troupes whao are more impor-
£ tant, Savs Dikshit Poddar; an event man-
= ager, “Calebs are fine to atitact nitial erowd bat at the end of the day, it's
the performance of & live band, preferably an authentic Gujarati one, that
pets the show going.”™ Apress Sanigy Bhandari, anothet event manapet;
“Music is the mest important aspect of & dendive and the latest trend s a
combinztion of traditional and disco, unlike the previous all-diseo coe.
An ethnic band usually alternates with & D playing prevecorded hics, q
That's tha best way to gt the best of both " Aprees Mano] Tolia, Prosident
of the Gujarat Club of Caleutta, “We have been organising dansdis for
over T3 yems and seeely the traditional value is diminishing day by day
The folk feel is fast being Werded with the remis-disco culture Henee it's
amixinre of both.”

Saws D Akash, “Contrary to popular belief, daesdiv is not all zbout
rernixes abone An deal dandiva beat &5 great at 15} beats-per-minute for a
novice, thouph a seasoned dancer can do well with %0 bpm even, sines i0s

et Lo dance dandiva to a slow beat.” And if you thought that
dandivas are gl play and no work then there's news, Says enthisiast
Micky Trivixdi; “'m & regular at the Payal dardiva, A nine night-long
alfalr, this event is 2 heavy duty competition whers we compete for the
prestigious champion of the chanpions trophy™”

Authenticity joins hands with the remixes to
create the perfect beat for the nine nights

SN AR AT T OOV

“seaes Times catches model Tanushree
= oate oets lo the perfect remix mode for
T zEEEON

THE TIMES 6F [NoiA, 16, 0cToBER, Zeod
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! The CALENDAR

Industrialist Sundeep Bhutoria
(second from right] at Disha
Dandia Utsav held at Park Hotel
recently
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Members of the Pakistani theatre group Tehrik-a-Misswan in action, The graup, led
by darcer Sheema Kermani, is visiting Kolkata at the invitation of the Pakistan India
People's Forum for Peace and Democracy and the Prabha Khaitan Foundation
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Industrialist Sundeep Bhutoria [right)

1| felicitates Mohammed Wasim (centre) during
a programme while danseuse Seema

i+ Kirmani looks on at Rabindra Sadan, recantly

TIMES OF INDIA, 23 NOVEMBER 2004
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