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BIHARI, VACHASPATI AWARDS

An ode to Goddess Saraswati v+

What happens
when eloquence is
matched with
powerful play of
words? It is a sheer
triumph of one of
the most powerful
medium of
communication —
language.

THAT CAPTURES for a spilt
second in its history the
heights of the inherent quali-
ties of words that make up a
language. Or how do we
describe the felicitation pro-
gramme of the four well-
known luminaries of the 1it-
erary world here at Pink City
Press Club on Monday. There
we had Bashir Ahmed
Mayukh, Prof Rasik Bihari
Joshi, Prof NS Ramanujtat-
achraya and Dr Prabha Khai-
tan who were the proud recip-
ients of the Bihari and Vach-
stapith Awards,

Under the aegis of the KK
Birla Foundation, which has
since its inception virtually
revered the rich heritage of
India and its treasured litera-
ture, Bihari Puraskar and
Vachaspati Puraskar ceremo-
ny was an extension of what
KK Birla Foundation stands
for, Just a few of his thoughts:
“It is my sincere wish that all
the literary giants would keep

i producing works of litera-

ture.” He lamented, “I have
lost when it comes to attain-
ing a constitutional status for
the Rajasthani language”. He
hoped,, “That the language
would reach a stage where
general discussions can be
made in Rajasthani.” He
recounted, * I have fought suc-
cessive governments for the
same.” And T will continue to

LY

e

do so relentlessly in future,
the son of the soil in his unas-
suming way added. To this the
halbresounded with thunder-
ous applause. The Jaipurites
rightfully acknowledged this
entrepreneur giant,

Adding lustre to the already
charged atmosphere of the lit-
erary gathering were the
recipients of the awards
themselves. Dr Prabha Khai-
lan was not present as she was
abroad. Her son collected the
award on her behalf, The audi-
ence got a moutnful of the sky

HINDUSTAN TIMES

Noted jurist L M Singhvi (centre) giving away the Bihari Award for
the year 2000 to Poet Bashir Ahmed Mayukh (extreme right)
Patron of the Awards Foundation, K K Birla (extreme left) looks

on. Prof N § Ramanujtatacharya

Vachaspati Award for 2000

when they got what they had
come for Just a few lines of
the dexterous play of words
unfolding into delightful poet-
ry, couplets and prose. Taste
this: Hum Bhejte rahe hain
Pranam. Sinhasan chod jun-
gle mein jaane waalon ke
naam. wve Buddh hon ya
marvada purushottam Ram.
Not to mention the smooth
and effortless lisping of San-
skrit language with all its
grace by Prof Rasik Bihari
Joshi and Prof NS Ramanuj-
tataachryva, As rightly
remarked by one of the digni-
taries present that it has to be
the blessing of Goddess
Saraswati that they have pro-
duced such marvels of litera.
ture in Sanskrit.

Add to that the forceful ora-
tory of the renowned lawyer
and Rajva Sabha member, Dr

(below left), who received the

Lakshmimal Singhvi who
concluded the evening's cere-
mony with his concern for
Sanskrit. Praising the Birla
family for adhering to the san-
skriti of the Sanskrit and
Rajasthani languages, he
maintained that the powerful
presence of imagery and sym-
bolism in both languages is
important in maintaining
them.

Singhvi elaborated that the
culture of Indian languages
could not be maintained
through political harangning
by the so-called watchdogs of
Indian culture, but by delving
into the realm of their rich
heritage. The words were met
with applause.

As if on cue, the glow of the
diya stationed before the por-
trait of Goddess Saraswari
brightened.

HINDUSTAN TIMES, JAIPUR, TUESDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER 2001
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Sandeep Bhutoria

Businessman and social worker, in
Manhattan for an NGO conference
@ The attack: We were scheduled
togoto WI'Cat9am, but at the last
moment, our visit got cancelled.
From the 40th floor of the Millen-
nium Hotel, I saw the second hi-
jacked plane crash into the WTC
tower,
® The aftermath: I can stil] see
the flames from my hotel room. I
couldn’t call my family back in
Calcutta at first, nor could I leave
Manhattan. The conference has
been cancelled and I am trying
desperately to book a ticket back
home but all flights have been
stopped. After a bomb scare in the
Empire State Building last night,
Wwe were all evacuated from the
hotel, so T have decided that I can't
stick around in Manhattan.
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