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1 Tuesday evaning, the eity

aaw a flash of brilliant
colours and the rapt

audience witnessed some very

traditional performances hy a

rroup who came downeall the way

from the northwestern state of
o dunes and for the closing
emony of the Rajasthan Diwas
arganised by the Rajasthan
Faundation and Jorasanks
Welfare Trust, Kolkata,
SPOTTED Young Latif who
shared 1{1 -.[n-:," with I-Iril],in
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A girl gets mefindi done ar
Hindusthan Club. l‘i-.lwr T Sanjny

Chattoped

The Telegraph

G#LGU'I'I'A TU EEDM" 3 hPHIL 2007

Desert delights

@ What: Rajasthan Diwas.
# Where: Hindusthan Club,
& When: April 1 and 2,
& Ethnic extravaganza: Sklled
hands of Rajasthan’s artists brought
tolifea fourdav fon fiesta. Rajasthan
made its way to Calcutta at the Hin-
dusthan Club on Sarat Bose Rosd,
with guests being welcomed witha
traditional folk dance at the cluben-
france

The evening began with Group
Langa (singing of songs to the beat of
fraditional instruments from Thar}.
Performing grouns like Kacchi
Ghord, Chakri Dinees and Mat-MNaini
followed. Holding centre-stage were
daring aerobatie performances like
balancing acts, Bhavai (playving with
fire) and Terah Taal (danceswith
potson heads and bells tied tothe
feat):

Mehndi artsts were a big deaw
with a quene of mothers jotting down
the artist's contacts, possibly for up-

comingweddings, Then ihsre wers
palmists and fortune-tellers; and
iota sariz and German silver items
with meenafori on sale Bangles
dolls gnd lanterns completed the dis
of traditicnal ware,
o Sip'n" hite: Phuctikos, somozas
and othersnacks kept tummies guoist
fill dinner was served on the first
floor, which included Bad Masala,
Churma, Bharwas "-1 il h ‘Ir—'

rretary, Rijasthan Foun
ani 5Lr~ ,[ the eveni

I[;-"-llL visit
Irl‘rr.[-!-vr:' L.
noksHrprising

KEaro Christine Kumar
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Meals on wheels

magine how difficult it must Betd ool 011 8 moving

irain. And yet. chefs Porish Adhilcari and Sapenr

Ehan dojust that oo the most stylish train on the
trarks Thedig, as well aschef Birma R m {roim the
Ghotmer Hotel, Jadhpur, 1510 town far the Rajasthan
.'~'unun-ﬂanr:-n‘5fbur-duy festival that will showense the o
=ine, culture and colours of the desert lund at Henizal
Howing Chah,

The Bengall cook Adhikari — whaes ancestors were
apparently invited by Gayatri Devito Jaji PUT IMany Years
stirs up dishes ahoard the lusury train Herdiaga
1 Wheels, while Khan works on Falace on Wheels. “it's
DERtty Fshy especially When vou liave to handle soups or
Foure removing rcefromthe five af 5o many km an
four " admits Adhiloars wha Joined Herttage nn Wheals

when it started nol In Fohruary 2005,

Aroind 7580 per cant of the travellers are foreigners
and NRI5, so the train meny hoasts Continental, Indian
snd Rajasthani cuisine and food that is Al50 TEEinn-5pe-
CHHC “Nowadays even foreigners demand spicy food,
Some of them cansume four op five chillies with o mealt”
smiles Adhikari There's plenty of =eq peforfin, too, <1
remenber the time Akshay Kumarand Hareena Kapoor
WETE Shooting on the train for the fim Talaash. Every-
bne was oo excited, " recalls Khan,

The Heritage an Wheels train has 14 saloons, twi
restmurants with 80 covers anda well-stoelkad bar-cim-
loungearea. The Palace on Wheelsis its more affluent
cousin, with siv-figure pirices, capagiy for 140 people
and supetlative service The Heritage travels the lpsgar
explored Shekhawati region. “Thereisa waiting st ¢ill
2010 pn the Palare on Whesls: The Heritage on Wheels is
aNeW project and 1s catohing on,” savs G Goswamiof
Rajasthan Tourizm Development,

Whenthe trains roll into the shed for a foursnonth
break from May to August, ths chefs chug their way
home “Onthe frain, I enjoy sound slerp it as snon as
I'm home, [ hardly gat dny becanse ['m seill moving”
laughs Khan:

They can't waltto get back on mrack

Karo Christine Kumar

|
|

JODHPUR GATTA CURRY

The three chefs. Plowure b Rusrbehid Bras

Whip Up this princely dish that's ssrvad aboard the
luxury trains:

INGREDIENTS

100 gram flour

Cumin seeds (lo taste)
Corlander seeds, half sp
Saunf, half tsp

Turmeric powder (to lasta)
Ajwain (lo tasig)

Curd, 50 g

Qil, 20 g

METHOD

Mix the cumin seads; coriander seads. s5LRf,
urmeric powder and ajwain with the gramflour,
Knead the mixture into soft dough with the help of
some waler and the oil. Bojl the roll of doughiin &
covered pan, Do not throw the water after bailing, it
will be used for making the gravy.

Forthe gravy, prepare a ginger-gariic paste with red
ehilli {freshiy ground), lurmeric powder, coriander
seeds and 50 g curd with the water Braak the roll of
dough into tiny pieces (just like you would put in
pieces of paneed and place in the gravy. Garnish
with fresh coriander leaves and dig ir.
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Kolkata Saturday 3

ETHHNIC FARE: Rajasthani folk artistes perform at a city club on Friday. A photograph by Abhijit Mukher-
jee .
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IN STEP WITH TRADITION

tubreeiht Chanden

ties sere rganised by the Kolkata Chapter of the Rajasthan Foundation

FLUID GRACE: A traditional dancer performs during Rajasthan Day celebrations at the Bengal Rowing Clu
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v Grand festivities
planned for
Rajasthan Day

Our Bureau
Kalkata, March 22

With a wview to arrescting
mare towrists from West Ben-
gal, the Rajasthan Foundation
{Rolkata ~ Chapter)  has
planned o showease “the
soul of Rajasthan in essence
and spirit”, as part of its Ba-
fasthan Day celebrations here
nexl week,

This vear the Rajasthan
Dy celebrations will be held
from March 30-April 2. This
was announced here recensly
1 press canference that was
atterled by, amang others,
Ms Sumitra Singh, Speaker of
Rajasthan Assembly.

The celebrations  wil]
showease exhibits of vasious
desipners, folk art, culiure,
music, dance, theatrical per-
farmances and cuisine. The
food and festival festa will be
held ar the Bengal Rowing
Club an March 30 and 31, and
at Hindustan Club on April 1
and 2. Chefs broughe from Ra-
jasthan will lay out specially-
chosen  Bikaneri, Jodlipuri
amd Mewari cuisine, accord-
ing to Mr FLM, Bangur, Presi-
dent of Rajasthan Foundation
(Kolkata Chapeer),

Mr Bangur said Bengalis
comprise the single-larges:
linguistic Eroup to visit Rajas-
than as tourists, Ta attract
mare tourists fram here, te
Foundation is keen to show-
case the State in all ies hues o
alarger audience, With this in
view, it has been propased o
hold the Rajasthan Day cele
brations on 2 bigger scale |n
the vears ahesd, e said.
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A date with
desert state

ASTARRREPORTRR

A four-lay extravaganza has
been organised in the city to

celebrate the third edition of

Rajasthan Diwas, which com-
memorates the hirth of the
desert state from the princely
provinee of Rajputana,

The pvent, showgasing the
art and culture of Rajasthan,
will kick off at Bengal Rowing
Cluband Hindusthan Cluboon
March 0.

Atthe meet ta announce the
programme, Speaksraf the Ha-

jasthan  Assembly Sumitra

Singh recounted the state’s his-
tory She alzso spole ahout the
need to he proud of the coun-
trv's culiure and heritage,
"Theddea is 1o breach the
prowing divide between com
munities inhabiting the clty”

A Rajasthani folk dance
performance. (FT1)

added H.M. Bangur, managing
director of Shree Cement anil
president of Rajasthan Foun-
dation, the arganisers of e
EVEnT

Alzg present were indusri
alists Harshvardhan Neotis
ani Sandesp Bhutoris,

Folk performances  have
o up (o celebrate the

been |
foundatinn day At
fown in for the performances.

{n the anvil are shows of

Eacchi Ghodi (4 form inwhich
dancers dress up as horses or
mares), Bhaval (which brings
alive the bravery af the ban-
ditz of the Bhavai region) and
Nat-natni {the conrt danes),
Foodies ean =zample au

thentic Jodhpurl Besan Gus
tha and Til Papdi from Mewar,
whipped up by chefs from Ra-

Jasthan. The entry fee has been

pegeed at B3, while the buf:
fetspread iz priced at Bs 150,
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Soak in the sun

AND, sun and moonlit sky remind one of the most colourdul places in
India ~ Rajasthan, Celebrate the splendour of Rajasthan during a fous-
day fesdval benween 30 Marcli and 2 April.

Organised by the Rajasthan Foundation (Kolkata chapter), :Im festival
will he held at various venues. On 30 and 31 March sample lipsmacking
preparations at The Bengal Rowing Club and Rabindra Sarovar, party
maves to Hindustan Club on [ and 2 April 3

Announcing the plans for Rajasthan Diwas, Sundeep Bhutoria, secre-
tary of Rajasthan Foundation said: “The four day fun fiesta celebrates the
sl of Rajasthan. You will witess the State’s vared culture." Known for
its folk music, handicraft, theatre and cuisine, the four days will be cele-
bration of life, "The festval will present the best of the stae before
Folkatans, who appreciate art, culture and beauty” said HM Hangur,
president of Rajasthan Foundation. A group of kacchi ghort, nat-natni
and a group algeja will be visiting Kolkata The performance includes
terali taal (a dance in which pots are placed on the head), bhavai, kalbe-

lia ifrom Jodhpue), kuchameard dhayal, langa (performs on tradi-

fional instruments from Thar).

For pouwrmets delicacies from Bikaner, Jodhpur and

Meward will be rustled up. Paritosh Mandal, head cook af

Hotel Gangaur; Onkar Singh, cook at Ghoomar Horel

and ' Adhikar, cook at Heritage on Wheels, will be

present. The Bikaned platter includes bati masala,

rggithi mungoun and churma, [n the Jodhpur secton

vou will find besan gurtha, bhanea mirch and lapst

And lnally those sampling the Mewar plater can
expect bair Lismish, Mewa Ehichd! and dal ba haluy

The {estival-has been arganised in collaboration

with the department of tourism and government of

Rajasthan.
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VUESDAY, MARCH 20, 2007

Hindustan Times

Rajasthan Day

A DAY festival wil] be held
tocelebrate Kajasthan Dy
from March 30 1o April 2, The
food and festival Gesta will
b feary on March 30 and
#lat Bengal Rowing Cluh,
and Habindra Sarovay and on
tho last two days ar Hindus-
tag Cluh, There will bea
demotstration of Kajasthani
handicralts at the fostiva)

and the
alrical performances have
also been scheduled. Paritosh
Mandal, head cook of Horol
Chocmer anl P Adhikari,
cook of Heritage on Wheels
are coming from Kajasthan
for the pecasion, HTC
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"Rajasthan
festival in city
from March 30

Cur Bureau
Kolkata, bar 17

A lour-day Rajasthan fest-
val from March 30 1o :".pril 2

will b Delel in Holkaes
dccasion of Rajas 1
The festival will showease the
culture of Rajasthan which
will inelude food, music and
haudicralts.

The first two days of the fes.
tival will be held at Bengal
Rowing Club, and the nexr newo
at Hindustan Club,

Sumitea Singh, the speaker
of Hajasthan state assemb) v,
said, "In 1949, Rajasthan was

Cuisine from
Bikaner, Jodhpur
and Mewar will he

availahle
e

formed when 22 princely
states:  aggreed  to come
together. The festival will
showease the Rajastiani cul-
ture that as people from
Hajasthan we all are proud
of.”

Cuisines  from Bikaner
Jodhpur and Mewar will be
available. Thougl there will
be no entry charges for the
members of the clubs, for
guests, itwill be Rs 50 per pa;
S0,

Sundeep Bhutaria, the sec-
retary of Rajasthan founda-
tion, said, The festival will
bring the peaple of Bengal and
Bajasthan cleser through the
understanding of each other's
cultioee

Hm[ aria said the founda
vy il send 2000 50
e non-NRalasthani

R

N3

- 4
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Rajasthan Diwas : States
glimpses in Kolkatq

HT Live Correspondent

WHILE THF Slate wilnesspes
Eala celebrations an the accasion
of Rajasthan Diwas, its compn.
nity in the faraway State of Weast
Bengal is preparing to mark i
0w celehrations of the desppt
State’s foundation daw The Ra.
Jasthan  Foundatians Enlkals
chapler will ha Organising a foygr.
day festival i celebrate Ra-
Jasthan's arts and cultre with
the EOMImMuUnity in Wast Bengal,

For the thirg ¥Yearin g row, the
Rafasthan Foundation will g
Ranise g festival thay coincides
with the Rajasthan Diwas relo-
brations hack home, Beginning
March 30, the festival will funtipre
Rajasthani folg arts amd crafte
and introdiype the Rengali ColT-
munity with the Rajasthanj way
af lifo,

A arpe sectian of domestic
torrlsts in Rajasthan come from
Wigt Bengal because of their in-
terest in the aptg and cultyre
hare, Showeasing what Ra-
Jasthan has to offer ecan fupher
give a boost g tourism in the
State” informed Sandecy
Bhutaria, the secretary of the
Kolkata chapter, wha was in

Prablication
Dare
Edditinn e Dl

s

Pigre

l RAJASTHAN
FOUNDATION

Jaipur on Saty rday:

Dhularia said tjar while pep:
formances af the Langas, Man.
BAnivars and Kalbeliva dancers
Were common in Kolkata, the
foundation thought of present
ing a differont Mavour of FRa.
jasthan this yYear Thuos, therp
will be traditional Performances
al the Nat-natnj, Alpoza apd
Kurhamani storvteljers. Sixty-
five folk artisies from 11 difforen)
raupes will he sent by the Ra-
Jasthan BOVErnment to perform
at the fostival, At {he same Hime,
the buffet wii) move over from
Dal Bati Choorma o Mewari,
Bikaneri, Jodhpuri and Jaipurj
culsine. Paritosh Mandal from
Gangaur Oimkar Singh from
Ghoomar and » Adhikari from
Heritage on Wheals Will be thege
0 présent the Rajasthani ruj
sine,

Last year, Bengali actvss Rii-
liparea Sengupta had performed
baditional Rajasthani dances on
the occasion of the Rajasthan Dy
wiis celebrations in Eolkata,

sHivdnstan Times ¢ HT Live Jaipur)

S Sunday, March 25, 2007

-
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