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HT Live Correspondent

RAJASTHAN FOUNDA-
TION'S Kolkata chapter, on
Wednesday, urged the media
to help in dispelling the bad
image which Rajasthan has
been tagged with, due to re-
cent rape cases in the state.

Addressing the media,
the office bearers of Ra-
jasthan Foundation,
Kolkata — HM Bangur, Sun-
deep Bhutoria and PR Agar-
wal — said that while the
global as well as national
crime charts continue to
rise, Rajasthan has set an
example by forming and as-
signing a special task force
called The Tourist Assis-
tance Force for making the
state additionally secure for
tourists.

They added that Ra-
jasthan is the front-runner
of all Indian States today in
checking and preventing
crime, with the fastest
record of judiclal action to
punish culprits.

Recent incidents of rap-
ing of lady tourists in the
state have instilled fear in
the minds of tourists that
the state has become unsafe
for women tourists, which
has had negative effect on
tourist inflow to the stato,

The Rajasthan Founda-
tlon is a forum formed by
MNon-Resident Rajasthanis
(NRRs) for strengthening
and renewing the bonds be-
tween them and the state of
their origin.

They said that the Tourist
Assistance Force (TAF) is
the only one of its kind in
India. For the first time, the
State Government has tal-
en direct measures to en-
sure nothing hampers the
increasing flow of tourists
iy the state,

The Tourist Assistance
Force is easily .accessible
with booths at every strate-

HT
Officer-bearers of the Rajasthan Foundation's Kolkata chapter
addresses media persons in the city on Wednesday

gic location in the State,
with mobile patrol, knowl-
edgeabls  personnel as
guides and information as-
sistance for tourists, The
team undergoes rigorous
training in law and order,
tourism trade, behaviour
with tourists as well as
emergency medical service,

"The swiftest justice met-
ed out to culprits in both the
notorious rape cases this
vear has had more than one
positive repercussions.
While a tourist feels safor
with a strong law and order
system, the knowledge of a
special task foree as back up

| Thursday, July 20, 2006
HT Jaipur Live

not only adds to their relief
and joy but also makes
crime rate fall due to fear of
harsh justice," Sundeep
Bhutoria, Secretary Ra-
jasthan Foundation,
Kolkata said.

Mentioning the recent
Ajmer rape case, the Foun-
dation sald that this inci-
dent actually exposes the
ugly mind of some specific
individuals, who, unfortu-
nately, are a part of all saci-
eties. The Foundation does
feel strongly for the inno-
cent victim and pleads with
the authorities to take stern
action against the criminal.
And the Kolkata chapter of
this Foundation promises to
stay by and help the affected
family in every possible
way

“Rajasthan is a safe state
in reality, safer than any
other corner of the globe.
We want to bring into focus
the measures taken up by
the government to make Ra-
jasthan a dream destination
for millions of tourist who
arrive in the state from
everywhere,” said HM Ban-
gur, president, Rajasthan
Foundation, Kolkata,

India gets one of the
largest numbers of tourists
of the world.
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Govt steps to make Rajasthan a
dream destination for tourists

Rajasthan draws around 12 lakh fn'reign tourists and around 36 lakh
Indian visitors annually

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, JULY 19

N the light of the re-

cenl rape cases on

tourists — one on a

German and another
on 4 Japanese visitor — ip
Rajasthan this year, the
home ministry is undertak-
ing crime checks in order to
make the state one of the
salest places for tourists in
India.

Rajusthan sees around 12
lakh foreign tourists and
around 36 lakh Indian visi-
tors annually. Oul of four
foreign tourists visiting In-

dia, three po to Rajasthan.
However, Bengalis account
for a majority among Indian
visitors [locking the state,

Tourist Jinflow to Ra-
jasthan has drastically in-
creased by 54 per cent dur-
ing 200506, Sundeep
Bhutoria, secretary, Ra-
jasthan Foundation,
Kolkata said during a press
mect: “There has beena 17
percentincréase in both do-
mestic and foreign tourist
traific in the state "

During the press meeting
the kev members of Ra-
Jasthan Foundation which
included H M Bangur, pres-

‘ident; Sundeep Bhutoria,

secretary; and P R Agarwal,
treasurer appealed to the
tourists and media not to re-
gard the state as unsafe hut
1o cooperate with the
tourism department irrorder
o promote tourism in Ra-
jasthan.

For the first time in India
astate government has initi-
ated a Tourist Assistance
Force. The TAF is easily ac-
cessible at booths situated at
every strategic location in
the state with mobile patral
and knowledgeable person-
nel as guides Tor tourisis.
The team is specifically sc-

lected and has to undergo
Hgorous training in law and
order, tourism trade and
first-aid skills,

“The image of Rajasthan
is not yel tarnished, It st
bears the reputation of g
safe state. Tn realitv it is
mucl safer than maost other
tourist spois of the warld.
We want 1o bring into focus
the immense measures
taken up by the governmen)
o continue making Ra.
jasthan a dream destinzition
for both Indian and foreian
tourists,” said H M Bangur,
president  of  Rajusthan
Ioundation, Kalkata.
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Rajasthan dzaspora in fourism cause

Economy Bureau
Kolkata, July 19

The Rajasthan government, worried by
the bad press generated by a couple of
incidents of foreign tourists being raped, has
launched a campa_Lgn to  allay
fears,

The campaign is being conducted by the
Rajasthan Foundation, an autonomous body
instituted by the state government that has
chaptersalloverlndia and theworld, wherev-
erthefamed busmzssnv:n fromthestatehave
abase.

In Kolkata, HM Bangur of Shree Cement
and PR Agarwal of innerwear major Rupa,
sought to repair the damage caused by the
rapeinMarchefaGermanandlatercfalapan-
esefourstinApril.

The consequences: The German and
Japanese media have ragged Rajasthan un-
safefortourists,

Bangur said Rajasthan is the only state 1o
haveatouristassistancetaskforce, andtheon-
by tohave fast-track eourts fortrying mpe cas-
e . ;

Although the pelice and eourts have han-
dled both eases on the fast track, the mudhas
stuck and the government is jirtery about a
backlashonitslucrativerourismindustry Asit

{Lto R) Rupa & Co chairman PR Agarwal, Rajasthan Foundation chairman Sundeep Bhutaria

and Shree Cement MD HM Bangurin the ity Wednesday,

is, Rajasthan reported the highest number
rape cases, acconding the National Human
RightsCommission,

In 2004-05, Rajasthan artracred 2 million
foreignand 20milliondemestictourists anin-
creaseof54%onthe previousyearsnumbers,
In fact, the statehasbesn thinking of expand-

EPhoto by Dilip Dutta

ing the infrastncture to support the growth,
TheRajasthangovernmenthasputinplace
ahostofincentiveslile 100%exemptionfrom
Lueeury tax, stamp duty exemption for hiotels
and lodges, 509 entertainment tax exemp-
tion, 50%electricitydutyexsmptionand 509
mandi tax examptions for s=ven years. ¢
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Tourism
baits for
Kolkatans

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, July 19

WITH THE terror attacks on
fourists in Srinagar and the
blasts in Mumbai, it's time for
the footloose and fancy-free Ben-
gali to eye greener pastures. And
the tourism departments of
those states are going all out to
woo the exira tourists with
promises of better security

The Rajasthan Tourism Devel-
opment Corporation (RTDC) has
introduced a tourist assistance
force (TAF), for the safety, securi-
ty and assistance of tourists,
“The department is determined
tn solve problems experienced by
tourists and to protect them from
criminals, so that they can havea
hassle-free stay in the state,” =aid
Sundeap Bhutoria, secretary of
Rajasthan Foundation, Folkata,
which is'a part of RTDC,

TAF has been deploved at al-
maost all tourist haunts — Jaipur,
Udaipur, Jodhpur, Jaisalmer
Pushkar (Ajmer) and Mt Abu.
“The TAF team has been special-
Iy selected; the personnel had to
undergo rigorous training in law
and order;, tourism trade, tourist
behaviour and were even im-
parted some medical knowl-
edge.” said Harimohan Bangur,
president of the foundation,

According to the foundation,
the tourist inflow to Rajasthan
has increased by 54 per cent, of
which 16 per cent is from the
eastern region. Bengal con
tributes about 7 per cent. “We
wouald like to point out that the
recent incident of molestation in
Rajasthan was just a stray inci-
dent. The state is as safe as any
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Kolkata Thursday 20 July 2006

Rajasthan
for tourist
assistance

By OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Kolkata, July 19: Determined to pro-
tect the centuries-old wradition of
Rajasthani hospitality and chivalry, the
Rajasthan povernment has formed 2
Tourist Assistance Force (ATF) to
ensure the safety and security of the
people visiting the state. "The ATF is
ane of its kind, easily accessible with
booths at every strategic locartion in the
state and has mobile patrol and guides
for tourists. The ATF consists of spe-
cially-selected and trained officer,”
Rajasthan Foundation secretary Sun-
deep Bhutoria said on Wednesday.

The creation of the ATF was necessi-
tated by some incidents of rapes of for-
cign and domestic tourists in the state.
Voicing his deep anguish over these
incidents, the Rajasthan Foundation
president FLM. Bangur pointed out that
the culprits were arrested and prosecut-
ed in record time,

“We want to send this message loud
and clear that tourists are totally safe in
Rajasthan,” he added. Rajasthan is a
favourite tourist destination for domes-
tic as well as foreign tourists. Accord-
ing o Mr Bhutoria in 2005, over
38,000,000 visited the state.

“Three out of every four foreign
tourists who come to India, visit
Rajasthan,” he claimed. For Bengali
tourists also Rajasthan holds a special
appeal, The Bengalis constitutes six per
cent of the domestic tourists who visit
the state. Apprehending that the inei-
dents of rapes of tourists may send a
wrong message, the Kolkata chapter of
Rajasthan Foundation has launched an
awareness campaigmn.



(Left to Right) P R Agarwal, chairman, Rupa Empamr.l.imﬂmr. Sundeep

J %

Bhutoria, Secrefary, Rajasthan Foundation (Kolkata) and managing director of
Esshee group of Companies, H M Bungar, managing director of Shree Cement
and president of Rajasthan Foundation (Kolkata) at the press conference

ecently the son of a hotelier in

Ajmer allegedly raped a

woman [rom Bengal who had
gong there to pray for the fast
recovery of her ailing husband. The
piece of incident not only shocked
the tourist community but also the
common people of Rajasthan and
other states as well. It has hoth

affected the image of this historical
state as well as put the issue of the
safety of women in guestion.

But the Rajasthanis staying in
Bengal is up to put such stray
incidents of rape and molestation st
bay. And officials of Rajasthan
Foundation working in Bengal has
become active to enhance the image

Promising a
safer tour

of the state and they are now trying
their level best to ensure maximum
tourlst inflow at this state.
Rajasthan Foundation (Kolkata)
members, though they are not at
staying n this state but promoting
the rich heritage, culture and
tourism at Bengal in all possible way
Sundeep Bhutoria, secretarsy,
Rajasthan Foundation, Kolkata
Chaptoer, said, “We are shocked and
ashamed about this incident that
can blemish the reputation of the
state, but at the same time we are
working to make amends for it. But
this is also a fact that among most of
the states of India, Rajasthan
assures much more security and
zafety to its women."” In fact
Rajasthan is till date the only Indian |
state to have introduced the Tourist
Assistance Force, that attends only to
the complaints made by the (ourists.
Foundation members informed that
that Usha Punia, minister of
tourism, has already taken this

incident seriously and has asked her
department to improve the
infrastructure to avold such incident
in future. *The concept of
introducing this force poes on to
prove the proactive and sincere
nature of the Government of
Rajasthan. The sole duty of this force

‘that was introduced few years before,

15 10 see to problems faced by tourists
and they already have nabbed many
who had been brought to notice
because of causing inconvenience of
any sort, to the valued tourists of
Rajasthan, Rajasthani community in
Bengal is always available to provide
any kind of support to people of
Bengal who is willing to visit
Rajasthan” added Bhutoria while
talking to media at a press
conference held at Rajasthan
Information Centre on Wednesday,
Officials informed that this wasa
stray incident and people who love o
travel in Rajasthan will not face any
law and arder problem there.
Eminent Rajasthani industrialist
and president Rajasthan Foundation
(Kolkata) HM Bongar and other
senior members were also present.
They also promised constant help to
the affected family

THE TIMES OF INDIA I JAIPUR,
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Rajasthan Govt’s ‘Adopt a
monument’ scheme finds takers

Hawa Mahal ‘adopted’ by State Bank of Bikaner & Jaipur

Ouer Burnau

Kolkats, July 20
Even as tourist inflows to Rajas-
than registered a 17 per cent in-
crease during April-June 2008
compared to the corresponding
period in 2005, the Rajasthan
Government’s ‘Adopt 2 monu-
ment’ scheme fnds  takers
among sponsors and corpo-
rates,

The Hawa Mahal in Jaipur
has been “adopted” by State
Bank of Bikaner and Jaipur,
even as the Vedanta Group has

taken up sponsorship of the 'Sa-
helio ki Bari' in Udaipur.

Besides facilitating upkeep of
the ‘adopted’ monuments, the
scheme has provided the tou-
rism department of the State
Government an avenue o gen-
erate incremental revenue from
a non-conventional source, Mr
Harimohan Bangur, President
of Hajasthan Foundation, Eol-
kata — an autonomous body in-
stituted by the Rajasthan
Government — told newsper-
sons hera.

Mr Bangur said that the State
tourism department had an-
nounced a scheme, whereby
corporates  and  instimations
could adopr a monument for a
specific Hme-period for an
agreed-upon price,

The adopting party waould be
responsible for maintaining the
monument for the said period.
In return, it would be allowed to
derive the benefits of spansor-
ships, including the use of the
monument's logo in its letter-
head, correspondence, etc,

However, for the mainte-
nance, upkeep end upgradation
of the adopted monuments, per-
mission of the Archaeological
Survey of India and other agen-
cies would be required, wherev-
er applicable.

Mr Sundeep Bhutoria, Secre-
tary of the Rajasthan Founda-
tion, said the Hajasthan
Government was keen to forge
public-private  parmerships
with corporates and individuals
for facilitating the growth of
tourism in the State,

Earnings from tourism con-
tinue to comprise 4 major por-
tion of the Swore's gross
domestic product (GDF) and it=
contribution to the State GDP
was growing, he said.

Since rmorists from West
Bengzl comprise a sizeable
chunk of the domestic tourists
that vizit Rajasthan every vear,
the Rajasthan Foundztion here
is vory acoive in hard-selling the
State 25 3 must-visic rowrisy des-
tinaticn.
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A LARGE CHUNK OF RAJASTHAN

Get set to swing
with Gulabo

A STAFF REPORTER

Her twirl to the wail of the
Been and the beat of the dufT
has wan accolades across the
globe, And now Gulabo, who
has popularised the Ba-
jasthani Kalbeliva dance
worldwlde, is set for her maid-
en performance in Caleutta,

Come September 20, the
Rajasthani folk dancer will
perform her famous Sapera
and Chari dance forms to a se-
lect city audience.

of various states, with roots
in Rajasthan, will attend the
function.
A panel of eminent Ra-
it jesthanis — including social
il workers Prahha Khaitan and
Madhu Neotia and industrial-
¥ isis like RS, Goenlka and
| Sanjay Budhia — has selected
this year's winners —
Shyamanand Jalan,
Sharda Fatehpuria and
{ Pushkar Lal KEedia.
“By honouring these peo-

The occasion: an awards for more people to come for-
function organised by the city | ward to serve humantty,” satd
chapter of Rajasthan Founda- . oo ; }:Lh'li; Ba;'lhg'un prl?ident. Ra-
tion, an umhbrella ATisa- = asthan Foundation.

ﬂ:g'ol' around .'!.nll;rﬂgsocial. FPopular Rajasthani The antonomons body,
cultural, religions and educa- dancer Gulaboin which operates under the
tional outfits, performance. She will  popic of the Rajasthan gov-

*Gulabo has given tourism b in Calcutia later ermument, was sef up to glve
in Rajasthan a big boost. Now, this month for a solo non-resident Rajasthanis a
we are bringing her to Calent- performance atan platform to contribute to the
ta to showease Rajasthani awards function progress of their home state.
folk dance for people in this Besides, the foundation also

part of the country,” sald Sundeep Bhutoria,
secretary of the body:

Apart from song and dance, the other at-
traction of the evening will be an awards cer-
emony. The foundation will honowr some
citv-based Rajasthanis for their contribu-
tions in the fields of art and calture, health
and education and social service. Governors

promaotes the state and acts as a bridge be-
tween Rajasthan and the rest of the world.
“We had observed Rajasthan Diwas with

great fanfare in Caleutta in March and creat-

ed a mini Rajasthan here. Now, by bringing
Gulabo to Caleuria for a solo performance,

we want to show the cultural diversity of our

state,” summed up Bhutoria,

ple, we wish to set an example

T'he Telegraph
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Hindustan Times

September 17, 2006 * Koukata =

Cuty gears up to dance to
the tune of desert charmer

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, September 16

GET SET to be charmed. Gula-
bo Sapera, the famous Kalbeliva
dancer who took the traditional
snake dance from a remote vil-
lage of Rajasthan to Washing-
ton at thie age of 17, will be in
performing in Kolkata on
Wednesday:

Gulaba has been mersmeris-
ing audience at Festivals of In-
dia courtesy the Rajasthan
Foundations for years.

“We wish to give the city a real
taste of Rajasthan. And Kalbe-
liva dance is one of our tradi-
tional art forms which the

city would get to see for the
first time,” said H.M. Bangur of

the foundation.

Gulabo has travelled far from
the solo performance. Now, she
has spurred several from her
community to jein her ensem-
ble, “Now EKalbelivas have be-
gun setiling down and started
sending theirchildren to
schools,".said Bangur, o

ular in the West that several
jazz bands and filmmaker shave
used the art form in their
shows, For Gulabo, she is now a
visiting teacher in Copenhagen
where every year she trains
children in body awareness and
dance. Gulabo also manages a
team of sapera dancers and
along with French guitarist
Thierry Rabin has released a

CD on the folklore of India and
France. The cultural depart-
ment of France has made a
short film on her: She is also the
recipient of President Award
and Sangeet Natak Akademi
Award.

. “We are proud that she will

3an .= he putting Rajasthani folk mu-
KalBelivahas bétomie so pop~

'#i¢ on the nation's cultural éapi-
tal's map,” said Sandip Bhuto-
ria, spokesperson of the founda-
tion. The festival will be marked
as the first visit of the 76th cos-
todian of the House of Mewar,
Maharana of Udaipur, Shreeji
Arvind Singhji Mewar, The
present scion of the ancient
house of Mewar is a thoroughly
modern businessman with tra-
ditional values, a builder, a ho-

Gulabo Sapera

telier and chalrman of several
foundations.

Gulabo's performance is the
highlight of the event — the
Samman Samaroh organised
by Rajasthan Foundation.

The foundation awards people
of Rajasthani origin for their
contributions to the society,
This year, the foundation will
be honouring eminent personal-
ities such as Shymanand

Jalan, Sharda Fatehpuria,
Pushkar Lal Kedla and Anurad-
ha Himmatsinghka,
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The Tele

CALCUTTA WEDNESDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 2006

MORNING
CALCUTTA

Hello, It's Wednesday,
September 20, 2006,

Festival
fever

B Institute of Advanced
Medical Studies and
The Telegraph will
present Rhapsody 2006,
on Medical College
campus, Today: Guiz
contest, treasure hunt,
debate sesslon and
more, 10,30 am.

B TTIS in association
with Interact Club of
WP Birla Foundation
Higher Secondary
School, will present Ma-
trix, on the school pre-
mises, 10 am onwards,

On stage

B An evening of classi-
cal musie with Panleaj
De Sarkar (sarod) and
Mainak Banerjee
{sitar), at EZCC, 6 pm.
B Tin Can will present
Intre, an hour-tong play,
at Uma Gallery, 2/44,
Sarat Bose Road,

& pm and 8 pm.

Rajasthan

M Felicitation ceremo-

ny by Rajasthan Foun- .
dation at ITC Sonar

Bangla, 5 pm. Will be

followed by dance per-

formance by Rajasthan

fulk artiste Gulaho,
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[ ARDUND C"““m e
: mmmrabehpmm Onscreen . ShankarKannakar on20
TWN urben folk mutsic legend - . September a6 p.m. &t Gorky
&mﬂ&mnnﬂ&pmhﬂ mmﬂuh S 7 Saden

Brushstmkes 20 pan he Oyen Manch 1 8

a retrospertive af fus graphis -~ hma'fgﬁdmﬂnﬁmny’- =
prints, 115 October (except - - on 20 SeptemberatSpm at
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TAI_K v Music lovers can attend the instrumental recital

vr Art buffs can appreciate the Infernal Voyages— painting exhil
> iT UP % The All India Gems And Jewellery Trade Federation is hos
D

“r Governor Gopal Krishna Gandhi will be present for The Felicitat

Kolkata Wednesday 20 September 2006

=5/

E
LA
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|:_:uf Pankaj De Sarkar and Moinak Banerjee at EZGC, Salt Lake. Time: 6 pm

tion by Abhijit Dutta Chowdhury at Gallery 79, Raja Basanta Roy Road. Time: 4 pm to 8 pm
bg Lucky Lakshmi 2006 — India’s first and the largest national jewellery festival

in Ceremony at ITC Sonar Bangla. Rajasthani Folk Dancer Gulabo will perform. Time: 5 pm
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Thursday, September 21, 2006

TALKING HEADS

EATTARRATA DagST

Governors of Assam and West Bengal, Lt Gen Ajay Singh and Gopal Krishna Gandhi. at a programme
organised by the Rajasthan Foundation, Kolkata, on Wednesday. Shyamanand Jalan, Sharda Fatehpuria,
Pushkar Lal Kedia and Anuradha Himarsingka were awarded on the occasion.
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22,

Rajasthan Foundation -«
Samman Samaroh '06

The award giving ceremo-
ny of the Rajasthan Founda-
tion to honour men and
women of Rajasthani origin
for their noteworthy work in
their respective fields was
held on September 20, 2004
at a city hotel. The governor
of West Bengal, Gopal Krish-
na Gandhi, was the chief
Euest.
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THE TELEGRAPH CALCUTTA THURSDAY 23 NOVEMBER 2006

Response
cheers
Rajasthan

A STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta is playing host to a
business delegation from Ra-
jasthan. The team is in the city
for two days and will meet all
leading businessimen.

The first day brought in
queries about possibilities of
investment in sectors like edu-
cation, IT and tourism infra-
structure, especially in hotels,
malls and convention centras,
The delegation has also shown
interest in cemnent, power and
textile sectors.

“We have got a good resp-
onse on the first day. This is
guite encouraging and we are
expecting more fiom this re-
gion,” said Purushottam Ag-
arwal, industry secretary of
Rajasthan,

Indusiry minister Narpat
Singh Rajvi laid stress on de-
veloping strong cultural ties
with Bengal. “With our crafts-
manship and the technology
here, we can create magic. We
want the people to know about
the prospects in Rajasthan
and what all we can offer.”

On the first day, entrepren-
elrs from the ity acquired ni-
ne plots in Rajasthan, three in
Bhilwara and six in Ratangar

The delegation has already
vigited Chennai, Hyderabad
and Mumbai, and s consider-
ing an overseas visit to draw
investors from New York,
Chicago, San Franecisco,
Bangkok, Hong Kong, Singa-
pore and some European
couniries where Rajasthan al-
ready has a presence,

Sy,
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WINDOW TO WORLD

A visitor at the Rajasthan crafts fair in Swabhumi admires some intricate woodwork.

Friday, November 24, 2016
| Hindustan Times, Kolkata
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DESERT CRAFT

UP FOR GRABS : Rajasthan tourism minister Usha Punia at the Rajasthan Crafts Festival in
Swabhumi on Sunday
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